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Maixie was sitting upon the hearth-

rug pulling to pieces "Wto camelta,

and excusing herself to her kind oM

guardian by saying it was "only
Jack's."

"My dear." said Mr. Selwyn, walk-

ing ii) and down, and itroking his

gray beard In perplexity, "I want to

talk to you about Jack."
"Oh ! please, not now, Papa

Phe called him l'apa Selwyn

when the meant to bo coaxfngt and

that was nearly always,

"But lay dear, that ii all nooscuse.

I muit talk about Jack some time.

Yesterday it was, 'Olil plcais don't

my bead is achiog;' and the day
Ixfore. 'Oh I please don't I want to
go out withOerty.' Come, let us

lace this afTatr." And lilting in, the

easy chair behind her hassock, he

drew up oo his knee the band that
held the broken flower, and proceeded

tn lecture hit unmanageable charge on

thocndlc" subject of "Jack J
Madge wai charming charge for

any kind eld nan's heart to hare. Kb

aine could look,into her large gray
eye without teeing the great warm
heart, whoso tale they told every mo-

ment; and yet tlie.sright quick glan-

ces and the saucy ret of the lips (bow-

ed that Madge had a will of her own,
nnd wit and cleverness enough to car-

ry it out.
This lecture on Jock waj the tame

a many others had been. It consist,
cd of two parts, the first being devo-

ted to proving that she ought to threw
her onn whims and pleasure aside,
nnd as n dutiful girl fulfill her dying
father's request and marry her cousin;
and tho second was a culogium on the
many good qualities of Jack Hawkes-bur-

"Do, Mr. Sclwyn," laughed Madge,
after he had been making out that
even Jack's awkwardness came from

tin overplus- - of good nature; "do
throw him at Gerty's head as you
throw him at mine, and I shall make
him over to her, and they' will bo hap-

py for life."
(Jerty was Mr. Seltrvn'aown daugh

ter, nnd nt tho mention of her nanio
u strange expression eroded his face,
winch Madge could not read.

Throw him at (lerty'a head I

what nords you use, child! he ex
claimed, his annoyance fori a moment
escaping his control. "I v wish you
had half Gertrude's good'sense.
fancy Jack thinks of her is that it f
Ho is the soul of honor, and as far as
it depends on him your father's word
will lie kept."

"Oh ! l'apa Kelwyu, don't be veied
with me; I am Hrry," and her face
was hidden on his large rough hands
in a burst of sorrow, quite childish in
its passing intensity.

"Cheer tip, my darling girl," he
said; "you made a mistake that sail.
Why, one of these days you will for-

get joor Papu Selwyn 'altogether,
when you fail in love with your cou- -

"Thnt I won't I" cried Madge, with
all the strength of her hot heart.

All her life, even so far back as her
childhood, she bjii, dreaded the fate
that bound her to marry her cousin.
When Jack Huwkcsbury came on the
scene and stayed on visits at the house,
he disliked and ridiculed him with

out mercy, Another, cne like d

Gertrude, for instance, might
hnvo accepted the inevitable and been
happy; but Madge's active and nt

nature made uer'ma (gainst
fate. And now there was only one
month left before her twenty-firs- t
birthday and the betbruthal. Often
sho tolJ Gertrude she wished he
would go home aud star there; and

deeper tinge of color on her fklr face,

The girls went out but little, an ar
rangemeut against which Madge often
rebelled, believing it was in some way
connected the safe management
of tho marriage with her cousin. Dut
there were two pleasures in prospect
now, an afternoon a boating with Jack
nnd a friend of his and Gertrude, and
a that the Ponsonby.Joneses
were going to give, to which tho Sel-
wyn family were suro to be invited.
First came boating. Ah ! that

day bow many years it
tako to make Madge forget It I

There were four In the that pass-e-

with the measured beat and ripple
of Jack' pair of sculls, along by the
reedy shallows aud wooded of
tho Upjr Thames. The two girls
shared the cushioned seat at tbo stsrn,
their white woolen shawls guarding
them from the chill of the autumn
wind. Gertrude was watching the
shore and the ruuning ripples, think
ing in ner quiet, tasy-goin- g way,

franco into J un it Jack
awkward, WtHaaWiag, Bood-natur-

Jack could I cbasgtti into this

atranger she called tiidly, Mr.

Fitialian, Jack asd bar giiifdJao
had (fretted at boBe Mbrt I

At last there wa n pnuo m the prospects. Let us go Kick now, thero 'Mydear.good second father' Hot,
talk. She gave n deep sigh, prompt-li- s n new piece besinnmc. That is one can I lore you enough r" was all she
ed by n sad longing to do right, n of Rubinstein's, is It not ? I need not
vague fear, a first suspicion of the say you hare done me it favor in grant-chang- e

that was coming over her Im- -' Ing mo your confidence"
peluous heart. With that he drew aside tGe heavy

"Are you cold, Madge T" said Jack, curtains.aml they returned to the g

away and bending to Ids strong , tling light and bewildering music arid
stroke. "Keep your well about movement of the ball-roo-

your shoulders, nnd my dear girl, After that sight, Madge wailed in able tu realize her joy, was lctrothed
to your steering, lou have Icn anxiety to hear the result of Final-- j to Herbert iitxallan, when once
sending the boot into curves a Ian a parley with her guardian. Three the secret was disclosed, would not
corkscrew only I did not to (days passed, and n note came from' wait another hour.
disturb your

Poor Cousin Jack! Sho drew the
white shawl closely round her, chilled

not by the wind, but by a sudden

pang of remorse, tho foundation of
was very small, but enough to

trouble her peace.
What need to tell the inner history

cf Madgo'a lift, during the few

weeks? Mere nnd more she longed

for freedom. t Italian was staying
in the neighborhood, and was fre-

quently at the house, and In the thou-

sand little incidents of every-da- life,

she knew he cared for her, and honest

Jack grew yet more distasteful In her
sight.

la due titse enmo the second prom-

ised pleasure. The family that dis

tluguisW the name of Jones by the
prefix cf Toasonbygave their party.
Madgo was in her glory that night.
One looker-o- called her charming;
another, the mother of fair daughter.!,
admitted her expression was charm-

ing, but voted her features plain. Mrs.
Ponsonby-Jones- , weighed down with

bright colored silk and jewelry, said

in her finest tone that Mr. Selwyn's
ward would be quite ft femme (Tctprit.
Madge had no lack of society, but she

kept a place in the conversation for

Jack Ilawkcsburr. nnd her love of
mischief was gratified to tho lull by

hit making of it what ho called "ft
hawible muddle." Hut the trivial
triumphs and pleasures of the night
were long forgotten by Madge beforo
she lost ono remembrance of a scene
that passed in tho conservatory, nhero
the music was hushed by heavy cur
tains, and thero was only the soft light
of a few dim lamps among tho masses
of blossoms and dark green leaves.
Sho had lost tho floner front her

one ot her favorite cameliaa as
(he. said, "with n darling bud," and
Fifzallan bad promised, with l'onson- -

byJones' permission, together an
other wills "a darling bud," too. She
had placed his in her hair, and
she sat near tho dewy glass, saying it
was cool there and she n ould rot.
Fitzallan stood a little distance, pen-

knife in hand still, swinging careless-

ly the ian-lik- c leaf of n dwnrf palm.

"If this was nearer I could fan
you," bo said.

"Thank you; I nm tired rather than
hot."

Never in her life before hail Madge
been so serious or so troubled as she
nas now, in the soft light among the
cool plants, within sound or the half
hushed music.

"Will you do me a favor?" she in
quired, raising the gray that
shone for a moment with liquid bright-
ness.

"You have only to name it I am
at your service."

His manner, unromantic to a studi-
ed degree, made her teel all tho more
safe in taking heart to speak, while
the gave at the same time in gen-

erous measure that most precious of-

fering to every noble hearted
man entitles himself a womanV res-

pect.
"I have seemed very happy to

night, Mr. Fitzallan," she began, in a
quiet, low tone, the torn leaf tremb
ling in her hand, aud the color dying
out of her face, "but I am in great
trouble."

"Indeed! I am sorry to bear it."
Ho drew a little nearer, listening at-

tentively, and helping her now nnd
again by n word of encouragement.

Her story was a simplo one. She
Gertrude would only laugh, with was to be married next montli tn her

with

jarty

would

boat

banks

shawl

who,

which

which

cousin, Mr. Hawkcsbury. She had
dreaded it all her life, but it was her
fate. And then taking courage from
the respectful and almost paternal de-

meanor of her listener, she mode the
frank confession she disliked her
cousin jut she was forced to
marry him; and to this sho uddod
such a child-lik- e entreaty not to be
thought "too bad" that it must have
required more than ordinary self-co-

that would bavo allowed the scene to
become a tender one; but tills beseem
ed determined to avoid, and so in her
simple way was tho
girl pouriog out her heart's trouble

him.
Will you speak for me to Mr. Bel

wyn, she said, "as vou nro an old
friend of his ? I can not reason us
men do, but I want you to try if there
is any way of release for me. Pray
forgiro me if I am wrong in asking
your Interference, but I am very
wretched" here camo the bur.t of

Madge, bright with excitement, was j tears that have tried the listener
talkinj, not with Jack, but with tho sorely "ami I nyktlf liavo so oltcn

travel-bronie- man, spoken to Mr. Selwyn, and it is of no
who was resting from his turn at the use. Ho alays says my father's will
culls. He was charmed with the must bo carried out; and uhl howl

way she chatted and listened to his 'i,h I could doit."
tales of half the world, with-- refresh-- , "It must be done, if iKawibleFiU-in-

absence of sllan said. "Uut it would not be your
What would ho have wild if he had father's will to roar the happiness of
known tne motigni mat snore rur en-- , your lire or to put you in bondage,

ber ware I

that
twd

tbe M

want

gift

eyes,

must

"Oh I If Mr, Selwyn. would only
apeak lik that,'' said the girl, stilly.

wen, l stun um a talk with

him, only a few words, saying that ho
had succeeded at least so far as to win
a promise that tbe matter should be
considered. Hut Madge saw little
gsod coming of Mr. Sclwyn'a "con-

sidering" what seemed tn lie decided
irrevocably long ago.

At last' it was tbe eve uf ber birth-

day; would be the dreaded
day, and that very morning Mr. Sel-

wyn had to hef gravely, but ten-

derly i

'My child, it has been the work o!

many years for me to see the fulfill
ment of your father's last wish. He
was my best and dearest friend, and
his life was a sad one. At least his
dying will must le done. Out I prom'
Ise you happiness I do, indeed."

Uut beyond that day Madge was uu
able bear her heart' burden. "I
must tell him every thing,' sho though
In th afternoon twilight, some time

alter Mr. Selwyn had returned home,
she found him asleep in his arm-chai- r

in tho dark dining-roo- Dut little
daylight camp In between the red cur- -

tnjns, and it was only the glow of tho
fire that showed her his white hair
and long lieard. Sho knelt beside
him, as ebo often did for a talk when
he was in that chair, and she woke
him by stealing her hand into his

"Who is It Gerty? No, Madge

uiy little Madge that is to be so pa-

triarchal
"Papa Selwyn," sho began, not

giving him time to joke any ruoro
lest sho might not be able to disclose
all her troubles, "I want to tell you
something, nnd you won't bo angry,
will you, no matter what it is?"

Ho took her face between his hands,
and tho fire flashed up and showed
him how earnest it was.

"I nm quite sure," ho said, "noth-
ing can make mc any thing but as
deeply in love with my second daugh-
ter ns ii poor old fellow like me can
be. Why, child, I am under a cloud

all tiny uecaitae as soon as
I can be Papu Selwyn no

more, and Madge will be thinking
about no body but her cousin."

"No, indeed !'' cried Madge, impel
uoiwly; "you. will bo Papa Selwyn al
ways always; and I don't care for
my cousin a bit."

Hut her euardian shook his head
gravely,

My dear, you will msrry your
cousin.

Tho firelight had died down taw,
and Madge had courage enough to
blurt out with an eOort the Jew words:

"I can't marry Jack, because I
ought to love my husband, and I can
nover care enough for him. Or, if I

lo engaged to him
here there was a great sob "Mr.

Fitzallan js very good and kind, and I
don't want to hurt him but but
he must go away."

ner head sank upon his knees with
the great effort of that request.

"My poor child," he said, "I know
your secret. Ilravely said, my little
Madge, my bonny girl I You have
had tho truth out and done nobly.
You are worthy of tho man that is to
have you, and that is saying a good
deal." Then raising her head gently,
he bade her listen, for he was going to
tell a secret in return for hers. When
she beard it she waited with wide,
wondering eyes whilo he told it a sec-

ond time, for she could not believe in
her joy. "As you kuow, Madge,"
he began, "most people in this world
have more cousins than one." And
then 1ia uent on to "iplsin to her that
Herbert Fitzallan was a very distant
cousin, and that it was to him her
father wished her to be married. Fitz
alum's father had been the companion
of Ins labors, and Herbert himself
had beeu loved by tho dying mau as a
son, lor Herbirt was twenty when
little Madge was an orphaned baby at
four. "You ask what about Jack,
then?" said tbe old man. "That was
my clever trick upon Madge. I

trol for Fitzallan not to say something said you were to marry Jack. I told

to

to

you of your father's wish. I brought
Jack here, tho only cousin you
knew; aud I praised his "good quali-

ties winch are fine enough, I can tell
you, and appreciated by a young lady
not far from here. I knew that way-

ward heart of yours, and I knew that
a woman should not marry without
real love, and a great store of it, too.
So I left my darling open to the idea
that Jack was to be the lucky follow;
nnj she did just what I and all sensi-

ble folks expected almost hated Jack
and her doom. Then I took care that
the mau you svero meant for who,
my dear, has tho best and truest heart
In the world should come in the way
just at the right time and show an in
tercst In you. So have I not succeed'
cd and made my Madge choose her
father choico with her own free heart
and will ? As for Fitzallen, he Is all'
impatience for and he
would have told you the secret at that
ball the other night, when ho says
that lie was put to a dssperate trial,
ti llA llBll fitltlla.l ris nasvt fSj Aim. I

could any when she felt his nrms round
her in that moment of fulfilled desires
and his lips pressed to her forehead
In fatherly affection now that his long
solicitude was nt an end and his hard
task well done.

That very night, Madge, scarcely
look

like

next

hair

him

that

said

must

never

"Have I not waited years?" ho
said. "All my time abroad I was
waiting, and than I came back and
found my Madge more than over I
had dared to hope."

Hut Madgo In her new freedom did
not forget poor Jack. Indeed, the
was almost In trouble about her

to him when she heard that
ho had been only playing a part, bear-

ing all her teasing, nud being pur-
posely ungracious wheucver she.grew
kind. Out Gertrude consoled her ef-

fectually on that score by telling an-

other secret after her kiss of

"Jack was Indeed doing his best to
carry out the plan," sho said, "and
be waa often grieved about you- - but,
dear Madge, you congratulate jcmLTON.GUTHRIEtcOMPANY.
us now not me, but as. Jack and 1

made It up between us months ago,!
and we bad many a quiet laugh about I

you.
So Madge herself accepted the ring

and wore tbe golden fetters by her
own frco will after all; nor was there
ever a happier or more willing cap-

tive. As for Fitzallan, if he was net
another Arthur, as the girl's fancy
had prompted her to call him, ho was
"blameless" as tbo Prince cf the
"Idyls," and far more blest; aud if he
reigned over no realm, be was at lout
King of one brave and tender heart

a kingdom wide enough to satisfy
his desires, and a prize which time
proved to bo well worth his years of
waiting.

.( Sad Vrath.
There was a sad, sad death-be- eceire

In Louisville recently. Cut down in
tho bud of her sweet life, a young girl
of eighteen lay pale upon the pillows.
Tho stricken family stood around her

an aged father, who bad been her
slave from infancy, a broken-hearte- d

mother, who hail never known anoth
er daughter, a trio pf burly brothers
who had always petted nnd idolized
her. So young and
so food of life and its
py nnd guileless as only
who is so ltWap.1 witti lnrn

pleasures, hap. &5 PTv Sfc
agirl 15 Wl.

.VVa-. , ..

and vet to find the end verv
beginning. She was fast sinking now.
The mobile face was settling into mar-

ble. Tbe oft, violet eyes were hard-

ening into steel that pierced very
souls of the dear ones around her.
"Light tho gas," came in a scarcely
audible whisper from her lips, altbo'
it was broad day light. The agonized
mother leaned over her, eager to
catch the last precious syllables of her
child. "How it now, darling V
ghe asked, an instant, and after
an apparent effort on tbe part of the
dying girl, her eyes grew sweetly nat
ural again, she murmured "Al-
most there." And then a pathetic,

expression flitted over
her face she added, "Uut it
hard eo hard I If I could only have
been spared until" and here her lids
dropped never to riso again "until
the sweet season of Spring shopping is
over." fO.-J- .

We are beginning to value things
according to their worth; pretense is
being stripped of its flimsy covering;
old traditions are passing away. We I

have learned that a milliner can be a
lady and work at her lady-lik- e trade,
forfeiting no respect nor moving down
one inch in the estimation of sensible
peoplo. We have learned, too, that a
woman who works in some houorable
way to maintaiu loses none of
tho digsltj cr rcSaeuent of true wo-

manhood, and is just much, even
more, an ornament to her sex than

woman whoie days are p&sseil in
indolence and indulgence.

What should be thought of a party
that for fourteen long years has been
inflicting upon South the most

oppressive euactmcuM nutl now lias
brazen effrontery to cry out against

a "Solid boutli." It tlieHoutU were
not solid In opposition to such a par-

ty the future historian would lie forced
to record the fact conclusive evi
dence that her citizens hail lost all

t, und were no longer capa
ble of maintaining the principles of

liberty. Cou.-Jou-

General John A. Dix, who died in
New York, recently, aged eighty-one- ,

was war of 1812; practiced law
New York; Secretary of State of

New York; visited Europe; elected
Uuited Stales Senator 1855; prom- -

Ineut In discussious in Oregon, etc.;
Postmaster General under Uucbanan;
Minister to France In 18C6; Governor
ol New York 1872; the author of
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